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$36 OF THE PREFACE

3. You who have love to God, keep it flaming upon the altar

of your heart. Love, as fiie, will be ready to go out, Rev. ii.

4. • Thou haft left thy firll love.' Through negleft of duty,
or too much love of the world, our love to God will cool. O
preferve your love to God ; as you would be careful to preferve

the natural heat in your body, fo be careful to preferve the heat
of love to God. Love is like oil to the wheels, it quickens us
in God's fervice. When you find your love abate and cool,

life all means for quickening; when the fire is going out, you
throw on fuel : when the flame of love is going out, make ufe
of the ordinances as facred fuel to keep the fire of your love
burning.

OF THE PREFACE TO THE TEN COMMAND-
MENTS.

ExoD. XX. 1, 2. And God/pake all thefe words, faymg, 1 am
the LORD thy God, %c.

Qu. XLH. WHAT is the preface to the Ten Command"
ments ?

Anf. The preface to the Ten Commandments is, * I am the
Lord thy God.'
Where obfei-ve, 1. The preface to the preface, * God fpake

all thefe words, faying,' 2. The preface itfelf to the command-
ments, ' I am the Lord thy God.'

I begin with the firft, the preface to the preface, * God fpake
all thefe words, faying,' &c. This is like the founding of a
trumpet before a iblemn proclamation, \^God fpake'] other
parts of the Bible are faid to be uttered by the mouth of the
holy prophets, Luke i. 70. but here God fpake in his own
perlbn.

Q- How may we underftand this [God fpake] he hath no bodily

parts or organs offpeech ?

Anf. God made fome intelligible found, or formed a voice
in the air, which was to the Jews as God's very fpeaking to

them. In the text, I. The lawgiver, God, \_God fpake,'] 2.

The law itfelf, [a// thefe icords.']

1. The lawgiver, [God fpake."] There are two things re-

quifite in a lawgiver. Firft, Wifdom. Laws are founded upon
realon ; and he muftbe wife that makes laws. God, hi this re-

fpe6t, is moll fit to be a lawgiver ;
' he is wife in heart,' Job

ix. 4. he hath a monopoly of wifdom, 1 Tim. i. 17. ' The
only wife God.' Therefore he is the fittefl; to enad ^nd con-
liilule laws. iSecondly, The fecond thing requifiLe in a lawgiver
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is, authority. If a fubjed make laws, tliouuli never fo wife,

yet they want the ftan»p of authority. God hath the fuprome

power in his hand ; he derives a being to all ; and he who
gives men their lives, hath moft right to give them their laws.

2. The law itfelf [o// thefe words :'] that is, all the words of

the moral law, which is ufually Ityled / -^ decalogue or ten com-
mandments. It is called the moral la\\^,-becaule it is the rule

of life and manners. St. Chryfoilom compares the fcripture

to a garden, the moral law is a chief flower in it ; the fcripture

is a banquet, the moral law the chief difli in it.

(1.) The moral law is perfc6l. Pfal. xix. 7. * The law of

the Lord is perfedl.' It is an exa6l model and platform of reli-

gion ; it is the llandard of truth, the judge of controverfies,

the pole liar to dire6l us to heaven, Prov. vi. 23. * The com-
mandment is a lamp.' Though the moral law be not a Chrift

to juftify us, yet it is a rule to inllruftus.

(2.) The moral law is unalterable; it remains flill in force.

Though the ceremonial and judicial law are abrogated, yet the

moral law delivered by God's own mouth is to be of perpetual

ufe in the church. Therefore the law was written in tables of

Itone, to fliew the perpetuity of it.

(3.) The moral law is very illulirious and full of glory. God
did put glory upon it, in the manner of the promulgation of it.

1. The people, before the moral law was delivered, were ta

wafti their clothes, Exod. xix. 10. Whereby, as by a type,

God required the fan6iifying of their ears and hearts to receive

the law. 2. There were bounds fet, that none might touch the

mount, Exod. xix. 12. which was to breed in the people reve-

rence to the law. 2. God wrote the law with his own finger,

Exod. xxxi. IS. which was fuch an honour put upon the mo-
ral law, as we read of no other written. God did by fome
mighty operation make the law legible in letters, as if it had
been written with his own finger. 4. God's putting the law
in the ark to be kept, was another (ignal mark of honour put

upon it. The ark was the cabinet in which God put the ten

commandments, as ten jewels. 5. At the delivery of the mo-
ral law, there was the attendance of many angels, Deut. xxxii.

Here was a parliament of angels called, and God himfelf was,

the fpeaker.

Uj'e I. Here we may take notice of God's goodnefs, who
hath not left us without a law : therefore the Lord doth often

let it down as a demonftration of his love, iq giving his com-
mandments, Pf. cxlvii. 20. * He hath not dealt fo with any
nation, and as for his judgments they have not known them."

Neh. ix. 13. '.Thou gavell them true laws, good liatutes and
commandments.' What a ftrange creature would man be, if

he had no law to direct him ? There would be no living in the

Vol, I. No. 8. U u
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world ; we (liould have none born but Iflimaels, every maii'j

Imnd would be againd his neighbour. Man would grow wild,

if he had not aftlidion to tame hinn, and the moral law to guide

him. The law of God is an hedge to keep us within the

bounds of Ibbriety and piety.

U/e. 2. If God fpake all thefe words of the moral law, then
it condemns, Iji, The Marcionites, and Manichees, who fpeak

nightly, yeablalphemoufly of the moral law : they fay, it is be-

low a Chriftian, it is carnal ; which the apoftle confutes, when
he faith, ' The law is fpiritual, but I am carnal.' Rom. vii. 14.

Qdly, The Antinomians, who will not admit the moral law to

be a rule to a believer. We fay not he is under the curfe of the

law, but the commands, we fay not the moral law is a Chrift,

but it is a liar to lead one to Chrill ; we fay not it doth
fave, but it doth fan6tify. They who cart God's law behind
their backs, God will call their prayers behind his back : they
who will not have the law to rule them, fliall have the law to

judge them. 3dli/, The Papills, who (as if God's law were
imperre6t, and when he fpake all thefe words, lie did not fpeak

enough) add their canons and traditions to the moral law. This
is to tax God's wifdom, as if he knew not how to make his own
law. Andfurely it is an high provoking (in, Rev. xxii. 18. ' If

any man fliall add to thefe words, God fliall add unto him the

plagues written in this buok.* As it is a great evil to add any
thing to a man's fealed will, fo much more to add any thing to

that law God himfelf fpal^, and wrote with his own fingers.

Ufe. 3. If God fpake all thefe words, viz. of -the moral law,

then this prelfeth upon us feveral duties : 1. If God fpake all

thefe words, then we muft hear all thefe words ; the words
u'hich God fpeaks are too precious to be lolt. As we would
have God hear all our words when we pray, fo we muft hear

all his words when he fpeaks. VVe muft not be as the deaf ad-

der, which iloppeth her ears : he that ftops his ears when God
cries, fliall cry himfelf, and not be heard.

2. If God fpake all thefe words, then we muft attend to them
with reverence. Every word of the moral law is an oracle from
heaven ; God himfelf is the preacher; this calls for reverence.

Ifajudge gives a charge upon the bench, all attend with reve-

rence. In the moral law God himl'elf gives a charge, ' God
fpake all . thefe words ;' Therefore, with what veneration

fliould we attend ? Mofes put off his (hoes from his feet, in

token of reverence, when God was about to fpeak to him,
Exod. iii. 5, 6.

3. If God fpake all thefe words of the moral law, then we
muft remember them. Sure all God ff)eaks is worth remem-
bering ; thole words are weighty which concern falvation, Deut.
xxxii. 47. * It is not a vain thing for you becaufe it is your
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life.* Our memory fhould be like the cheft in the ark, where
the law was kept : God's oracles are ornament, and fhall we
forget them ? Jer. ii.2, 32. ' Can a maid forget her ornament?'

4. If God fpake all thefe words, then believe them. See the

name of God written upon every commandment. The hea-

thens, that they might gain credit to their laws, reported that

they were infpired by the gods at Rome. The moral law
fetcheth its' pedigree from heaven : ipfe dixit, God fpake all

thefe words. Shall we not give credit to the God of heaven ?

How would the angel confirm the woman in the refurre6lion of

Chrift, Mat. xxviii. 7. ' Lo, (faith he) I have told you ;' I

fpeak in the word of an angel. Much more fliould the moral
law be believed, when it comes to us in the word of God. ' God
fpake all ihele words.' Unbelief enervates the virtue of God's
word, and makes it prove abortive, Heb. iv. 2. * The word
bid not profit, not being mixed with faith.' Eve gave more cre-

dit to the devil when he fpake, than flie did to God.
5. If God Ipake all thefe words, then love the command-

ments, Pf. cxix. 97. ' O how love I thy law ? it is my medi-
tation all the day.' * Confider how I love thy precepts,' Pf.

cxix. 150. The moral law is the copy of God's will, our fpiri-

tual dij-e6tory, it (hews us what fins to avoid, what duties to

purfue : the ten commandments are a chain of pearls to adorn
us, the}'^ are our treafury to enrich us ; they are more precious

than lands of fpices, or rocks of diamonds, Pf. cxix. 72. ' The
law of thy mouth is better to me than thoufandsof gold and fil-

ver.' The law of God hath truth and goodnefs in it, Neh. ix.

13. Truth, for God fpake it ; and goodnefs, for there is no-
thing the commandment enjoins, but is for our good ; O then

let this command our love.

6. If God fpake all thefe words, then teach your children the

law of God, Deut. vi. 7. * I'hefe words which I command thee

this day iliall be in thy heart, and thou fhalt teach them dili-

gently to thy children.' He who is godly, is both a diamond
and a loadftone ; a diamond for the fparkling of his grace ; and
a loadtlone, for his attractive virtue in drawing others to the

love of God's precepts, vir bonus inagis aliis prodefi quam jibi.

You that are parents, difcharge your duty : though you can-

not impart grace to your children, yet you may impart know-
ledge. Let your children know the commandments of God,
Deut. ix. ly. • Ye (hall teach them to your children.' You
are careful to leave your children a portion ; leave the oracles

of heaven with them ; in(lru6l them in the law of God : ifGod
fpake all thele words, you may well (peak them over again to

your children.

7. If God fpake all thefe words, then the moral law muft be

obeyed : if a kuig (peaks, his word commands allegiance ; much
U u2
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more, when God fpeaks, all bis words muft be fubfcribed to.

Some will obey partially, obey lonie commandments, not others

;

like a plough, which when it comes to a iiitJ' piece of earth,

makes a baulk : but God that i'pake all the words of the moral

law, will have all obeyed : God will not difpenfe with the

breach ofone law. Indeed princes, for fpecial reafons, difpenfe

fometimes with penal ftatutes, and will not take the feverity of

the law: but God, who ("pake all thefe words, binds men with

dijubpana to yield obedience to every law. This condemns the

church of Rome, who inftead of obeying the whole moral law,

blot out one commandment, and difpenfe with others.

1. They leave out the fecond commandment out of their

catechifes, becaufe it makes againfl images ; and to fill up the

number often, they divide the tenth commandment into two.
Thus they run themfelves into that dreadful premunire. Rev.
xxii. 1<). ' If any man (hall takeaway from the words of this

book, God fliall take away his part out of the book of life.'

2. Astliey blot out one commandment, and cut that knot
which they cannot untie : fo they difpenfe with other command-
ments ; they difpenfe with the fixth commandment, making
murder nieriiorious, in cafe of propagating the catholic caufe :

they difpenle with the feventh commandment, wherein God
forbids adultery ; the Pope difpenfeth with the fin of unclean-

nels, yea, incelf, only paying fuch lines andfums of money into

his coffer. No wonder the Pope takes men oft from their loy-

alty to kings and princes, when he teacheth them difloyalty to

God. Some of the papifts fay exprefsly in their writings, that

the Pope hath power to difpenfe with the laws ofGod, and can
give men a licence to break the commandments of the Old and
New Teftament. That fuch a religion ever get foot in Eng-
land, the Lord in mercy prevent. If God fpake all the com-
mandments, then we mult obey all ; he who breaks this hedge
of the commandments, a ferpent fliall bite him.

Obj. ^Ht vhat man alive can obey all God's commandments 9

Anf. To obey the law in a legal fenfe. vk. to do all the law
requiies, no man alive can ; fin hath cut the lock of original

righteoufnefs, where our Ifrength lay : but, in a true gofpel-

fenl'e, we may fo obey the moral law, as to find acceptance.

Which gofpel obedience confills in a real endeavour to obferve

the whole moral law, Pf. cxix. 16(5. * 1 have done thy com-
mandments :' Not, Ihave done all I fhould do, but I have done
all I am able to do; and wherein our obedience comes fhort,

we look up to the perfe6t righteoulhefs and obedience of Chrift,

and hope lor pardon through his blood : this is evangelically to

obey the moral law ; which, though it be not to latisfa6iion,

yet it is to acceptation. Thus I have done with the firfi, the

pretuce to the preface, ' God Ipake all thele words :' 1 Ihould
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now come to the fecond, the preface itfelf to the command-
ments, ' i am the Lord thy God,' &c.

ExoD. XX. 2. / am the Lord thy God, Sec.

II. The preface itfelf, which confifts of three parts:

1, * I am the Lord thy God : 2. Which have brought thee out

of the land of Egypt ; 3. Out of the houfe of bondage.*

Firft, I am the Lord thy God. Where we have a defcriptioii

of God ; 1. By his eflential greatnefs, ' I am the Lord ;' 2.

By his relative goodnels, * thy God.' \Ji, By his elTential

greatnefs, * I am the Lord,' or, as it is in the Hebrew, Jeho-
vah. This great name God fets forth his majefty. Sanctius

habitum fuel, faith Buxtorf. The name of Jehovah was had ia

more reverence among the Jews than any other name of God ;

it fignifies God'sTelf-fufficiency, eternity, independency, immu-
tability, Mai. iii. 6.

Ufe \. If God be Jehovah, the fountain of being, who can do
what he will ; let us fear this great Lord, Deut. xxviii. 5S.
* That thou mayeft fear this glorious and fearful name, Jehovah.*

Ufe 2. If God be Jehovah, the fupreme Lord ; then it con-

demns the blafphemous papifts, who fpeak after this manner.
Our Lord God the Pope. It is a wonder the pope lifts his triple

crown above the head of kings and emperors, when he ufurps

God's title, * (hewing himfelf that he is God .?' 2 ThefT. ii. 4.

The pope goes to make himfelf Lord of heaven, for he will cano-
nize faints there ; Lord of earth, for with hiskeys he doth bind

and loofe whom he pieafeth : Lord of hell, for he can free men
out of purgatory : but God will pulldown thefe plumes of pride ;

he will confume ' this man of (in with the breath of his n\outh,

and the brightnefs of his coming,' 2 Theff ii. 8.

2(////, God is defcribed by his relative good nefs, * thy God :*

had God only called himfelf Jehovah, it might have terrified us,

and made us flee from him ; but when he faith, ' thy God,*
this may allure and draw us to him : this, tho' a preface to the
law, is pure gofpel. This word Elceka, ' thy God,' is fo fweef,

that we can never fuck out all the honey in it. ' I am thy God,'
not only by creation, but by ele6lion. This word, ' thy God,*
though it was fpoken to Ifrael, yet it is a charter belongs to all

the faints. For the further explication, here are three queftions.

Q. 1. Hoio God comes to be our God?
Anf. Through Jefus Chrift. Chrift is a middle perfon in the

Trinity: he js Emmanuel, * God with us:' he brings two
different parties together; he makes our nature lovely to God,
and God's nature lovely to us : he, by his death, caufeth friend-
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fhip, ypa, union : he brings us within the verge of the covenant,

and lb God U'cofiies our God.
Q. 2. What doth this imply God being our God 9

Anf. It is coniprehenhve of all good things: God is our

firong tower; our I'ountain of hving water; our falvation.

IVlore particularly, Gotl being our God implies the fweetell re-

lation.

1. The relation of a father, 2 Cor. vi. IS. * I will be a father

unto you ;' a lather is full of tender care for his child ; whom
doth he fettle the inheritance upon, but his child ? God being

our God, will be a father to us ; a * Father of mercy,' 1 Cor.
i. 3. ' Theeverlalting Father,* Ifa. ix. 7. If God be our God,
we have a Father in heaven that never dies.

2. It imports the relation of a hufband, Ifa. liv. 5. * Thy
Maker is thy hufband.' If God be our hulband, he elteems us

precious to him, as the apple of his eye, Zech. ii. 8. He im-
parts his fecrets to us, Pfal. xxv. IS. He bellows a kingdom
upon us for our dowry, Ltike xii. 32.

Q. 3. How may we come to knoic this covenant-union , that

God is our God ?

^Anf, 1. By having his grace planted in us. King's children

are known by their coilly jewels; It is not having common
gifts, which (hews we belong to God ; many have the gifts of

God without God ; but it is grace gives us a true genuine title

lo God. In particular, faith is vinculum unionis the grac^of
union ; by this we may Ipell out our intereft in God. Faith

doth not, as the mariner, call its anchor downwards, but up-
wards ; it trulls in the mercy and blood of God, and trulting in

God, engageth him to be our God ; other graces make us like

God, faith raal<es us one with him.
2. We may know God is our God, by having the earneft of

his Spirit in our hearts, 2 Cor. i. 22. God often gives the purfe

to the wicked, but the Spirit only to fuch as he intends to make
his heirs. (1.) Have we had the confecration of the Spirit? If

"We have not had the fealing work of the Spirit, have we had the

healing work? 1 John ii. 20. * Ye have an un6lion from the

holy One.' The Spirit, where it is, ftamps the imprefs of its

own holinefs upon the heart: it embroiders and befpangles the

foul, and makes it all glorious within. (2.) Have we had the

attraction of the Spirit? Cant. i. 4. ' Draw me, we will run

alter thee.' Hath the Spirit, by its magnetic virtue, drawn our

hearts to God ? Can we lay, as Cant. i. 7- * O thou whom my
luul loveth !' Is God our paradife of delight ? Our Segulkih, or

chief trealure! Are our hearts fo chained to God, that no other

obje6l can inchant us, or draw us away from him? (3.) Have
Ave had the elevation of the Spirit? Hath it railed our hearts

above the world? Ezek; iii. 14. ' The Spirit lifted me up.'
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Hath the Spirit made us fnprema an helare, feek the things

above where Chrill is? Though our fle(h is on earth, is our

heart in heaven ? though we live here, trade we above ? Hath
the Spirit thus lifted us up ? By this we may come to know,
that God is our God ; where God gives his Spirit for an earneft,

there he gives himfelf for a portion.

3. We may know God is our God, if he hath given us the

hearts of children. Have we obediential hearts? Pfal. xxvii.

8. Do we fubfcribe to God's commands, when his commands
crofs our will ? A true faint is like the flower of the fun, it opens

and fliuts with the fun : he opens to God, and (huts to (in. If

we have the hearts of children then God is our father.

4. We may know God is ours, and we have an intereft in

him, by our Handing up for his interell. We will appear in his

caul'e, and vindicate his truth, wherein his glory is ib much
concerned. Athanafius was the bulwark of truth ; he flood up
for it, when moil of the world were Arians. In former times

the nobles of Polonia, when the gofpel was read, did lay their

hands upon their fwords, fignifying that they were ready to

defend the faith, and hazard their lives for the gofpel : no better

fign of our having an intereft in God, than by our Handing up
for his interell.

3. We may know God is owrs, and we have an intereft in

him, by his havingan intereflin us. Cant. ii. 16. ' My beloved

is i^ine, and I am his.' When God faith to the foul, * Thou
art mine ;' the foul anfwers, ' Lord, I am thine :* all I have is

at thy fervice ; my head (hall be thine, to lludy for thee ; my
tongue (hall be thine to praife thee. If God be our God by
way of donation, we are his by way of dedication : we live to

him, and are more his than we are our own. And thus we
may come to know that God is our God.

Ufe 1. Above all things let us get this great charter confirm-

ed. That God is our God : Deity is not comfortable without

propriety. Tulle meurn, et tille Deum, Aug. O let us labour

to get found evidences, that God is our God : we cannot call

health, liberty, eftate ours; O let us be able to call God ours,

and fay as the church, Pfal. Ixvii, (5. * God, even our own God
(hall blefs us.' Let every foul here labour to pronounce this

Shibboleth, * My God.' A. rid that we may endeavour after

this to have God for our God; confider, (I.) The mifery of

fuch as have not God for their God : in how fad a condition are

they, when an hour of diltrefs comes? this was Saul's cale,

1 Sam. xxviii. 13. ' I am fore diftrclfed, for the Philiftines

make war againd me, and the Lord is departed from me.' A
wicked.man, in time of trouble, is like a veffel toifed on the fea

without an anchor, it falls on rocks or fands : a (inner, not hav-

hig God to be his God, tho' he makes a fliift while healti) and
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eftate laft, yet, when thefe crutches, which he leaned upon are

broken, his heart (inks. It is with a wicked nnan, as it is witli

the old world, when the flood canrie ; the waters at hrft came
to the valleys, but then the people would get to the hills and
mountains, but when the waters came to the mountains, then

there might be fome trees on the high hills, and they would
climb up to them : ay, but then the waters did rife up to the

tops of the trees : now all hopes of being faved were gone, their

hearts failed them. So it is with a man that hath not God to

be his God : if one comfort bo taken away, he hath another : if

he lofe a child, he hath an eftate : ay, but when the waters rife

higher, death comes and takes away all ; now he hath nothing
to help himfelf with, no God to go to, he mud needs die del-

pairing. (2.) How great a privilege it is to have God for our
God? Pfal. cxiiv. 15. * Happy are the people whofe God is

the Lord.* Beathudo honimis ejl Deus, Aug. That you may
fee the privilege of this charter ;

1. If God be our God, then, though we may feel the ftroke

of evil, yet not the fting. He muft needs be happy, who is in

fuch a condition, that nothing can hurt him : if he lofe his name,
it is written in the book of life ; if he lofe his liberty, his con-

fcience is free ; if he lofe his eftate, he is pofleffed of the pearl

of price ; if he meets with llorms, he knows where to put in for

harbour; God is his God, and heaven is his haven.

2. If God be our God, then our foul is fafe. The foul is the

jewel, it is a blolfom of eternity, Dan. vii. 13, * I was grieved

in the midft of my body ;' in the Chaldee it is in the midfl; of
my flieath. I'he body is but the flieath ; the foul is the princely

part of man, which fways the fceptre of realbn ; it is a celeftial

fpark, as Damafcene calls it. If God be our God, the foul is

fafe, as in a garrifon ; death can do no more hurt to a virtuous

heaven-born foul, than David did to Saul, when he cut otT the

lap of his garment : the foul is fafe, being hid in the promifes

;

hid in the wounds of Chrifi; ; hid in God's decree. The foul is

the pearl, and heaven is the cabinet where God will lock it up
fafe.

3. If God be our God, then all that is in God is ours: the

Lord faith to a faint in covenant, as the king of Ifrael tcf the

king of Syria, 1 Kings xx. 4. ' I am thine, and all that I have.'

So faith God, * I am thine :' how happy is he who not only in-

herits the gift of God, but inherits God himfelf.^ All that 1 have
Ihall be thine ; my wifdom fhall be thine, to teach thee ; my
power (hall be thine, to fupport thee ; my mercy (hall be thine,

to fave thee. God is an inhnite ocean of blelfednefs, and there

is enough in him to fill us : if a thouland veifels be thrown into

the fea, there is enough in the fea to (ill them.
4; If God be our God, he will entirely love us : propriety is
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the ground of love. God may give men kingdoms, and not

love them ; but he cannot be our God, and not love us: he

calls his covenanted lainls, Jedidnth Naphjlii, * The dearly be-

loved of his foul;' Jer. xii. 7. ' He rejoicelh over them with

joy, and reds in his love,' Zeph. iii. 17^ They are his refined

fifver, Zech. xiii. 9. His jewels, Mai. iii. 17- His royal

diadem, Ifa. ixii. 3. He gives them the cream and flower of

his love : he not only opens his hand and fills them, Pfal. cxlv.

17. but opens his heart and fills them.

5. If God be our God, he will do more for us than all the

world befides can. What is that? (I.) He will give us peace

in trouble : when a fl:orm without, he will make mufic within.

The world can create trouble in peace, but God can create peace

in trouble : he will (end the Comforter, who, as a dove, brings

an olive-branch of peace in his mouth, John xiv. 16. ["i.) God
-will give us a crown of immortality : the world can give a crown

of gold, but that crown hath thorns in it, and death in it : but

God will give * a crown of glory that fadeth not away,' 1 Pet.

V. 4. The garland made of the flowers of paradife never

withers.

Q, If God be our God, he will bear with nriany infirmities:

God may refpite finners a while, but long forbearance is no ac"

quittance ; he will throw them to hell for their fins ; but if God
be our God, he will not for every failing deftroy Us; he bears

with his fpoufe as with the weaker veflel : God may chafi;ife,

Pfal. Ixxxix. 32. He may ule the rod and the pruning-knife,

but not the bloody axe. Numb, xxiii. 21. * He hath not feeii

iniquity in Jacob :' he will not fee fin in his people, fo as to

deftroy them ; he fees their fins fo as to pity them : he fees

them as a phyfician fees a difeafe in his patient, to heal him,

I(a. Ivii. 18. ' I have feen his iniquities, and I will heal him.'

Every failing doth not break the marriage-bond afunder. The
difciples had great failings, they all forfook Chrill, and fled;

but this did not break ofl' their interell in God ; therefore, faith

Chrift, at his afcenfion, * Tell my difciples, I go to my Go4
and to theirG od.

7. If God be once our God, he is fo for ever, Pfal. xlviii*

14. * This God is our God for ever and ever.' Whatever
worldly comforts we have, are but for a feafon, Heb. xi. 25.

we muft; part with all. As Paul's friends did accompany him
to the fliip, and there left him, A6ts xx^ 28. fo all our earthly

comforts will but go with us to the grave, and there leave us.

You cannot fay you have health, and fliall have it for ever ;
you

have a child, and fhall have it for ever ; but if God be your God,
you fliall have him for ever ;

' This God is our God for ever and

ever.' ~ If God be our God, he will be a God to us as long a,$

he is a God :
' You have taken away mv gfods,* faith Micah,

Vol. I. No. 8. X x "
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Judges xviii. 24. But it eannot be faid fo to a believer, that

his God is laken away ; he may lofe all things elle, but cannot

lole his God. God is ours from everlafting in election, and to

everlafting in glory.

8. It" God be our God, we fliall enjoy all our godly relationis

with him in heaven. The great felicity on earth, is to enjoy

relations ; a father fees his own pidlure in a child ; a wife fees

a piece of herlVlf in her hufband, we plant the flower of love

among our relations, and the lofs of them is like the pulling of

a limb from the body. But if God be ours, with enjoying God
we fhall enjoy all our pious relations in glory. The gracious

child Ihall fee his godly father, the virtuous wife (hall fee her

religious hufl^and in ChriiVs arms ; and then there will be a
dearer love to relations than ever was before, though in a far

different manner; then, relations (hall meet and never part:
* And fo ihall we be ever with the Lord.'

ExoD. XX. 2. / atn the Lord thy God, ^c.

To all fuch as can make out this covenant-union, it ex-
horts to feveral things.

I. If God be our God, let us improve our intereft in him^
cafl; all our burdens upon him ; the burden of our fears, wants,
fms, Pfal. Iv. 22. • Call thy burden upon the Lord.' Wicked
men, who are a burden to God, have no right to call their bur-

den upon him ; but fuch as have God for their God, are called

upon to caft their burden on him. Where ihould the child eafe

all its cares, but in the bofom of its parent? Judges xix. 2(5.

• Let all thy wants lie upon me.' So God leems to fay to his

children, Let all your wants lie upon me. Chrillian, what
doth trouble thee ? thou haft a God to pardon thy (ins, to fupply

thy wants: therefore roll your burden on the Lord, 1 Pet. v.

7. ' Calling all your care on him.' Whence are Chriftians fo

difquieted in their minds? they are taking care, when they
fliould be cafting care.

II. If God be our God, let us learn to be contented, though
we have the lei's other things. Contentment is a rare jewel, it

is the cure of care. If we have God to be our God, well may
we be contented : * I know whom I have believed,' 2 Tim. i.

12. There was Paul's intereft in God, 2 Gor. vi. ]0. * As
having nothing, yet pollefting all :' there was his content.

That fuch who have covenant-union with God may be filled with

contentation of fpirit, confider what a rich bleffing God is to

the foul.

1. God honum fnfficienSf a fufficient good. He who hath
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'God, hath enough. If a man be thirfty bring him to the ocean,

and he is latisfied ; in God there is enough to fill the heaven-

born foul :
' He gives grace and glory,' Pfal. Ixxxiv. 11. There

is in God not only a fufficiency, but a redundancy ; he is not
only full as a veflel, but as a fpring. Other things can no more
fill the foul, than a mariner's breath can fill the fails of a (hip

:

but in God is a cornucopia^ an infinite fulnefs ; he hath enough
to fill the angels, therefore enough to fill us. The heart is a

triangle, which only the Trinity can fill.

2. God is bonum Janciificans , a fan6tifying good. 1. He
fan«5lifies all our comforts, and turns them into bleliings. Health
is blefied, efiate is blelled ; he gives with the venifon a blefling,

Pfal. cxxxii. 15. ' I will abundantly blefs her provifion.' He
gives us that life we have tanquam arraho , as an earnefl:of more.
He gives us the little meal in the barrel, as an earneft of the

'royal feaft in paradife. 2. He lan6tifies all our crofi'es : they
(hall not be deftructive punifliments, but medicines; they fliall

corrode and eat out the venom of fin, they (hall polifli and re-

fine our grace. Ihe more the diamond is cut, it fparkles the

more, God's ftretching the fl:rings of his viol, is to make the
mufic better.

3. God is bonum feleSlum, a choice good. All things fub
fole, are but bona j'cabelU , as Auftin, the bleflings of the foot-

(lool ; but to have God himfelf to be ours, is the bleflmg of the

throne. Abraham gave gifts to the fons of the concubines, but
Jie fettled the inheritance upon Ifaac, Gen. xxv. 4. ' Abraham
gave all that he had to Ifaac' God may fend away the men of
the world with gifts, a little gold and filver ; but, in giving us
himfelf, he gives us the very quinteflence, his grace, his love,

his kingdom : here is the crowning blefling.

4. God i.s bonumfummum, the chief good. In the chiefgood
there mull be, Flrji^ dele6tability, it muft have fonietliing that

is delicious and fweet : and where can we fuck thofe pure
qulntefiential comforts, which ravilh us with delight, but in

God ? In Deo quadam dalcedine deleSlatur animal inio mpitur-,
* At God's right hand are plealiires,' Pial. xvi. 11. Secondly

^

In the ctiief good there mull be tranfcendency, it mull have a
furpriling excellency. Thus God is infinitely better than all

other things; it is below the Deity to compare other things

with it. Who would go to weigh a feather with a mountain of

gold } God hfons et origo, the fpring of all entities, and the
caufe is more noble than the effedt. It is God that befpangles

the creation, that puts light into the fun, that fills the veins of
the earth with filver; creatures do but maintain life, God gives

life. God infinitely outlliines all fublunary glory ; he is better

than the foul,' than angels, than heaven. Thirdit/^ In the chief

good, there mult be not onlv fulnefs, but variety ; where va-

X X 2
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riety is wantinjr, we are apt to naufeate ; to feed only on honey,
would breed loathing ; but in God is all variety of fulnefs, Co).

i. 10. He is an univerfal good, commeniurate to all our wants;
he is honnm in quo omnia bona, a fon, a portion, an hornofi'al-

valion : he is called the * God of all comfort,' 2 Cor. i. 3.

There is a complication of all beauties and delights in him :

health hath not the comfort of beauty, nor beauty of riches, nor
riches of wildom ; but God is the God of all comfort. Fourthlt/^

In the chief good there mult be eternity. God is a treafure that

can neither be drawn low, nor drawn dry. Though the angels
are itill (pending on him, he can never be fpent ; he abides for

ever. Eternity is a flower of his crown. Now, if God be our
God, here is enough to let in full contentment into our fouls.

Whcit tho' we want torch-light, if we have the fun? what if

God deny us the flower, if he hath given us the jewel? how
fhould this rock a Chrillian's heart quiet ? if we fay God is our
God, and we are not content, we have caule to quellion our in-

tereftin him.
III. If we can clear up this covenant-union, that God is our

God, let this chear and revive us in all conditions. To be con-
tent with God, is not enough, but to be chearful. What greater

cordial can you have, than union with Deity ; when j efus Chrift'

was ready to alcend, he could not leave a richer coiifolation

with his difciples than this, * Tell them, I go to my God and
their God,* John xx. 17. Who fhould rejoice, if not they,

who have an infinite, all-fufficient, eternal God to be their por-

tion, who are as rich as heaven can make them ? what though
1 want health? I have God, who is the health of my counte-

nance, and my God, Plal. xlii. 11. Wl)at though 1 am low in

the world ? if I have not the earth, I have him that made it.

The philofopher comforted himfelf with this, though he had no
mufic or vine trees, yet here are the houfehold-gods with me :

fo, though we have not the vine or fig-tree, yet we have God
with us. I cannot be poor, faith St. Bernard, as long as God
is rich : for his i;iches are mine. O let the iaiuts rejoice in this

covenant-union ! 'I'o fay God is ours, is more than to fay hea-
ven is ours ; heaven would not be heaven without God. All
the fiars cannot make day without the fun ; all the angels, thofe

morning-ftars, cannot make heaven without Chrift the Sun of
righteoulhels. And as to have God for our God is matter of
rejoicing in life ; fo efpecially it will be at our death. Let a
Chriftian think thus, I am going to my God. A child is glad

when he is going home to his lather. This was Chrilt's com-
fort, when he was leaving the world, John xx. 17. ' I go to my
God.' And this is a believer's death-bed cordial, I am going
to my God ; I fiiall change my place, but not my kindred ; I

go to my God and my Father.
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IV. If God be our God, then let us break forth into doxology
and praife, Pfal cxviii. 28. ' Thou art my God, and I will

praife thee.' O infinite, aftonifhing mercy, that God Oiould

take duft and afhes into ih near a bond of love as to be our

God ! As jNIicah laid. Judges xviii. 24. ' What have I more?*
fo, what hath God more? what richer jewel hath he to beftow

upon us than himielf? what hath he more? That God (houjd

put off moll of the world with riches and honour, that he fliould

pafs over himfelf to us by a deed of gift, to be our God, and by
virtue of this fettle a kingdom upon us ; O let us praife him
with the beft inftrument, our heart ; and let this inlbument be

ferewed up to the higheft peg ; let us praife him with our whole
heart. See how David rifeth by degrees, Pf. xxxii. 11. * Be
glad in the Lord, and rejoice, and fhout for joy.' [Be ghid,^

there is thankfulnefs ; \_Rejoice,'] there is chearfulnefs ; [_ShouQ

th'ere is triumph. Praife is called incenfe, becaule it is fo fvveet

a facrifice. Let the laints be chorifters in God's praifes. The
deepeli fprings yield the fweeteft water ; the more deeply fen-

fible we are of God's covenant-love to us, the fweeter praifes we?

fhould yield. We fhould begin here to eternize God's name,
and do that work on earth which we (hall be always doing in

heaven, Pf. cxlvi. 2. * While I live, will I praife the Lord.'

V". Let us carry ourfelves as thole who have God to be oup
God ; that is, when we walk lb, that others may fee there is

fomething of God in us. Live holily ; what have we to do
with fin ? is it not this, that if it doth not break, yet it will

weaken the intereft ? Hof. xiv. 8. * What have I to do any
more with idols ?' So fhould a Chriflian fay, God is my God ;

what have I to do any more with fin, with luft, pride, malice!

bid me commit fin ! as well bid me drink poilbn ; Oiall I forfeit

my intereft in God ? Let me rather die, than willingly oifend

him, who is the crown of my joy, the God of my lalvation.

ExOD. XX. S. The Land of Egypt, S^e.

The fecond part of the preface, * Who have broiio^it

thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the houl'e of bondage-.'^.

Egypt and the houfe ofbondage are the fame ; only they ar^fl^

prefented to us under a ditferent exprelTion, or notion. I begin

with the full exprelTion, ' Who have brought thee out of the

land of Egypt.'

Q. Why doth the Lord mention this deliverance of Jfrael out

of Egypt.

Anf, 1. Becaufe of the ftrangenefs of the deliverance. God
delivered his people Ifrael by llrange figns and wonders, by
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fending plague after plague upon Pharaoh, blafling the fruits of

the earth, killing all the tirft-born in Egypt, Exori. xii. 29.

And when liVael marched out of Egypt, God made the waters

of the lea to part, and become a wall to his people, while they

went ondry grcunid; and as he made the lea acaufeway tolfrael,

fo a grave to Pharaoh and his chariots. Well might the Lord
mention his bringing them 'out of the land of Egypt, becaufeof

the ftrangenels of the deliverance ; God wrought miracle upon
miracle, for their deliverance.

2. God mentions Ifrael's deliverance out of Egypt, becaufe

of the greatnel's of the deliverance. God delivered Il'rael from
the pollutions of Egypt ; E.g^ypt was a bad air to live in, it was
infedted with idolatry; the Egyptians weregrofs idolaters, they

were guilty of that which the apoille fpeaks of, Rom. i. 23.
* They changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image
made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed

bealls, and creeping things.* The Egyptians worfhiped, in-

ilead of the true God, Fiijif corruptible man, they deified their

king Apis, forbidding all, under pain of deaih, to fay that he
was a man. 2c?/?/, They were worfbippers of birds, they wor-
fliipped the hawk. Mhj, They were worlhippers of beafts,

they worlbipped the ox : thus they made the image of a bead
to be their god. Atldy, They were worOiippers of creeping

things, they worfliipped the crocodile, and the Indian moufe.
Therefore God mentions this as a memorable and fignal favour

to Urael, that he brought them out of iuch an idolatrous coun-

try ;
' I brought thee out of the land of Egypt.'

The thing I would note is this. That it is no fmall blelTing to

be delivered from places of idolatry. God I'peaks of it no lefs

than ten times in the Old Teitament, * I brought you out of

the land of Egypt ;* an idolatrous place. Had there been no
iron furnace in Egypt, yet there being fo many altars there

and falfe gods, it was a great privilege to Ifrael to be delivered

out of Egypt. Jofhua reckons it among the chief and moft

memorable mercies of God to Abraham, that he brought him
outofUr of the Chaldees, where Abraham's anceftors lerved

itrange gods, Jofh. xxiv. 2, 3. ' It is well for the plant that is

fet in a bad foil, to be tranfplanted to a better, where it may
grow and tlourifli ; fo, when any are planted among idolaters,

it is a mercy when they are removed and tranfplanted into Zion,
where are the filver-drops of God's word to make them grow in

holinefs.

Qu. Wherein doth it appear that it isfiich a great hlejjing to

he delivered from places of idolatry ?

Anf. It is a great mercy, becaufe our nature is fo prone to

idolatry. Ifrael began to be defiled with the idols ofE^vpt,
Ezek. xxiii. 3. Dry wood is not more prone to take fire, than
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our nature is to idolatry. The Jews made cakes to the queen
of heaven, that is the moon. Jer. vii. 18.

Qu. Whence is it that tee are/a prone to idolatry ?

Anf. 1. Becaufe we are led much by vihble objects, and love

to have our lenfes pleated. Men naturally fancy a god that

they may fee; though it be fucli a god that cannot fee them,
yet they would fee it. The true God is invifible ; this makes
the idolater worfhip fomething that he may fee.

2. It is a mercy to be delivered from idolatrous places, becaufe

of the greatnefs of the i\\\ of idolatry. It is giving that glory

to an image, which is due to God. All divine v/orfliip God
doth appropriate to himfelf; it is a flower of his crown : the

fat of the facrifice God laid claim to, Lev. iii. 3. Divine wor-

fliip is the fat of the facrifice, which God referves for himfelf.

The idolater devotes this worfhip to his idol, which the Lord
will by no means endure, Ifd. xlii. S. ' My glory will I not give

to another, neither my praife to graven images.' Idolatry is

ipiritual adultery, Ezek. xxiii. 37- ' With their idols have they

committed adultery.' To worlhip any other than God, is to

break wedlock: this makes the Lord difclaim his intereft in a

people, Hof. ii. 2. * Plead with your mother, plead, flie is not

my wife.' And Exod. xxxii. 7. ' Thy people have corrupted

themfelves ;* no more my people, but thy people. God calls

idolatry blafphemy, Ezek. xx. 27, 31. 'Thus your fathers

have blafphemed me.' Idolatry is devil- worfhip, Deut. xxxii.

17. * They facrificed to devils, not unto God ; to new gods :*

Thefe new gods were old devils. Lev. xvii. 7. * And they fhall

no more olfer their facrifice unto devils ;' the Hebrew word
LafJiegnirim, is the hairy ones, becaufe the devils were hairy,

and appeared in the forms of fatyrs and goats. How dreadful

a (in is idolatry ; and what a fignal mercy is it to be fhatched

out of an idolatrous place, as Lot was fnatched by the angels

out of Sodom ?

3. It is a mercy to be delivered out of idolatrous places, be-

caufe idolatry is luch a filly, irrational religion, I may fay, as

Jer. viii. 9. ' What wifdom is in them ?' Is it not folly to re-

fute the beft, and choofe the worft ? The trees in the field of

Jotham's parable, defpifed the vine- tree which ehears both God
and man, and the olive which is full of fatnels, and the fig-tree

which is full of fweetnefs, and ehofe the bramble to reign over

them ; this was a foolifh choice, Judg. ix. fo, for us to refufe

the living God, who hath power to lave us, and to make choice

of an idol, that hath eyes and fees not, feet, but walks not, Pf.

cxv. 6. What a prodigy of madnefs is this ? Therefore, to be

delivered from commiting fuch folly, is a mercy.
4. It is a mercy to be delivered from idolatrous places, be-

caufe of the fad judgments inflicted upon idolaters. This is a
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fin which enrageth God, and makes the fury come up in bis

face, Ezek. xxxviii. 18. Search through the whole book of

God, and you (hall find no fin God hath followed with more
plaguos than idolatry, Pf. xvi. 4. * Their forrows ftiall he
muUiplied, that hallen after another god.' Pf. Isxviii. 58. 59.
' They nioved him tojealoufy with their graven images. When
God lieard this he was wroth, and greatly abhorred H'rael ;*

ver. 00. ' So that he forlook the tabernacle of Shiloh.' Shiloh

was a cit}/ belonging to the tribe of Ephraim ; there God let his

name, jer. vii. 12. But, for their idolatry God forlook that

place, gave his people up to the fword, caul'ed his priefts to be
fiain, his ark to be carried away captive, and it never returned

to Shiloh any more. How fevere was God againft Ifrael for

Avorfiiipping the golden calf? Exod. xxxii. 27. The Jews lay,

that in every milery that befals them, there is zincio aurei vituli,

an ounce of the golden calf in it. Rev. xviii, • Come out of her,

my people, that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that ye re-

ceive not of her plagues.' Idolatry lived in, cuts men off from
heaven, 1 Cor. vi. 9. So then it is no fmall mercy to be de-

livered out of idolatrous places.

Vfe 1. See the goodnefs of God to our nation, who hath
brought us out of myftical Egypt, delivering us from popery,
which is Romifii idolatry, and haih cauled the light of his truth

to break forth giorioufly among us. In former times, and more
lately in the Marian days, England was overfpread with idola-

try ; we worfhipped God after a falfe manner ; that is idolatry,

not only to worfliip a falfe god, but the true God in a falfe man-
ner. '^J'his was our cafe formerly, we had purgatory, indulgen-

cies, the idolatrous mafs, the Scriptures locked up in an unknown
tongue, invocation of faints and angels, image-worfliip. Images
are teachers of lies, Hab. ii. \S. Wherein do they teach lies ?

becaule they reprelent God in a bodily (hape, whereas he can-

not be feen, Deut. iv. 12. * ^efavv no fimilitude, only ye heard
a voice.* Quod inviJlbUe eft, jiivgi, non poteji, A mbr. God
cannot be pi6tured out by any finger? you cannot pidture the

Ibul, being a fpirit ; much lets God, lia. xl. 18. * To whom
then will ye liken God ?' The papifts fay, they worfliip God
by the image ; which hath a great abfurdity in it, for if it beab-
furd to bow down to the pi(5ture of a king, when the king him-
felf is prefent, then much more to bow down to the image of
God, when God himfelt'is prefent, Jer. xxiii. 24. What is the

popifh religion, but a bundle of ridiculous ceremonies? their

•wax, flowers, pixes ag7ies Dei, cream and oil, beads, crucifixes :

what are thete but Satan's policy, to drefs up a carnal worlhip,

fitted to carnal minds ? Oh what caufe have we to blels God,
for delivering us from popery! It was a mercy to be delivered

from the Spanifli iuvalion and the powder- treafon ; but afar
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greater to be deliverefl from ihe popil]i religion, which would

have njade God give us a bill of divorce..

'-2. If it be a great bleffing to bedelivered from Egypt, popidi

idolatry ; then it fliews their fin and folly, who, being brought

out of Egypt, are willing to return into Egypt again ; havnig

put off the yoke of Rome, would fain put it on again. The
apoftle failh, ' Flee from idolatry :' 1 Cor. x. 14. But thefe

rather flee to idolatry : herein v;e are lil:e the people of Tfrael,

who, notwithltanding all the idolatry and tyranny of Egypt,

yet longed to go back to Egypt, Numb. xiv. 4. * Let us make
a captain and return into Egypt.' But how (hall they go back

into Egypt? how fhall they have food in the wildernefs? will

God rain down manna any more upon fuch rebels.? how will

they get over the red fea ? will God divide the water again by

miracle, for fuch as leave his fervice, and go into idolatrous

Egypt .? yet, (ay they. Let us make a captain. And are there

not fuch (pirits amongil us, who fay, * Let us make a captain

and go back to Romilh Egypt again .^ and if we do, what (hall

we get by it.? I am afraid the leeks and onions of Egypt will

make us Tick.' Do we ever think, if we drink in the cup of for-

nication, we (hall drink in the cup of falvation ? O that any

fhould fo forfeit their reafon, as to enflave themielves to the fee

of Rome ! that they (liould be willing to hold a candle to a mafs

prieft, and bow down to a ftrange god ! let us not fay, we will

make a captain; but rather fay as Ephraim, Hof. xiv. 8.

* What have I to do any more with idols ?'

3. If it be a mercy to be brought out of Egypt, then it is not

flefirable or fafe to plant one's felf in an idolatrous place, where

it may be £i capital crime to be feen with a Bible in one's hand.

Some for fecular gain thruft themielves among idolaters, and

think there is no danger to live where Satan's ieat is : but do

you pray God would not lead you into temptation, and do you
lead yourfelves ? you are in great danger of being polluted : it is

hard to be as the fi(h, which keeps frefh in fait waters. A man
cannofdwell among the Blackmoors, but he will be difcoloured ;

you will fooner be corrupted by idolaters, than they will be con-

verted by you : Jofeph got no good by living in an idolatrous

court; he did not teach Pharaoh to pray, but Pharaoh taught

him to fwear, Pf. cvi. 35. They ' were mingled among the

heathen, aud ferved their idols.' I fear this hath been the un-

doing of many ; they have feated themfeives amongft idolaters,

for advancing their trade, and at lall have not only traded with

them in their commodities, but in their religion.

Ufe 2. It is a mercy to be brought out of the land of Egypt,

places which are defiled, and where fin reigns.? then it re-

proaches fuch parents as ihevv little love to the fouls of their

children, whether it be in puttiiig them out to fervice or riiatch-

VoL. I. No. S. Y y
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ing them. 1 . In putting them out to fervice : their care fs

chiefly for their bodies, that they may be provided for, but care

not what becomes of their fouls ; their fouls are in Egypt, in

houfes where there is drinking, fwearing, fabbath-breaking, and

where God's name is every day difhonoured. 2. In matching

their children, they look only at money, 2 Cor. vi. 24. • Be not

ye unequally yoked :' if their children be equally yoked for

eftate, they care not whether they be unequally yoked for re-

ligion : now, to fuch parents, I. Think how precious the foul

of your child is; it is immortal, it is capable of communion
with God, and angels: and will you let this foul be loft, by

placing it in a bad family ? If you had an horfe you loved, you

would not put him into a liable with other horfes that were lick

and difeafed ; and do you not love your child better than your

hoi-fe? 2. God hath intruded you with the fouls of your chil-

dren, you have a charge of fouls. God laitli, as 1 Kings xx.

36. ' Keep this man ; if he be miffing, thy life fhall go for his

life.' So faith God, if the foul of thy child mifcarry by thy

negligence, his blood will I require at thy hand. Think of

this, all ye parents ; take heed of placing your children in Egypt,

in a wicked family ; do not put them in the devil's mouth

:

find out a fober, religious family, fuch a family as Jolhua's,

chap. xxiv. 15. * I and my houfe will ferve the Lord.' Such

a family as Cranmer's which w^s pahv/tm pietatis, a nurfery of

piety : fuch a family as is a Bethel, of which it may be faid, as

Col. iv. 15. * The church which is in his houfe.*

Ufe 3. Let us pray that God would keep our Englifh nation

from the defilements of Egypt, that it may not be again over-

fpread with fuperftition and idolatry : O fad religion : not only

to have our eltates, our bodies enflaved, but our confcience ;

pray that the true protellant religion may ftill flourifii among
us, that the fon of the gofpel may Hill fliine in our horizon. The
gofpel lifts a peojjle up to heaven, it is columna et coranaregm\

the crown and glory of the kingdom : if this be removed, then

Ichahod, the glory is departed. The top of the beech-tree be-

ing cut off, the whole body of the tree withers apace : the gof-

pel is the top of all our blefiings ; if this top be cut, the whole
body politic will foon wither. O pray that the Lord will con-

tinue thevifible tokens of his prefence among us, his. ordinances,

that England may be called, Jehovah Shammah, ' The Lord is

there,' Ezek. xlviii. 35. Pray that righteoufnefs and peace

may kils each other, that fo glory may dwell in our land.
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ExOD. XX. 2. Out of the Houfe ofBoridage,

Egypt and the houfe of bondage are the fame, only

they are exprelfed under a different notion. By Egypt is meant
a place of idolatry and fuperftition ; by the houle of bondage is

meant a place of afflidlion. Ifrael, while they were in Egypt,
were under great tyranny ; they had cruel talk-maflers fet over

them, who put them to hard labour, and fet them to make
brick, yet allowed them nofiraw ; therefore Egypt is called the

iron furnace, Deut. iv. 20. and Isere the houfe of bondage.

From this expreQion, * 1 brought thee out of the houfe of bon-

dage,' two things are to be noted ; 1. God's children may fome-

times be under lbreaffli6lions, * In the houfe of bondage.' That
God will, in his due time, bring them out of their afflidledftate,

* I brought thee out of the houfe of bondage.'

1. God's children may IbmeLimes be under fore affli6lions.

In domo fervitutis y in the houfe of bondage : God's people have
no writ of eafe granted them, no charter of exemption from
trouble in this life : wlfile the wicked are kept in fugar, the

godly are oft kept in brine. And indeed how could God's
power be feen in bringing them out of trouble, if he did not

fometimes bring them into it.? or how fliould God wipe away
the tears from their eyes in heaven, if on earth they fhed none?
doubtlefsGod fees there is need that his children iTiould be fome-

times in the houfe of bondage, 1 Pet. i. 6. • If need be, ye are

in heavinefs:' the body fometimes doth more need a bitter po-

tion than a julap.

Qu. 1. Why God lets his people he in the houfe of bondage,

in an qfflicied Jlate ?

Anf. He doth it, 1. For probation or trial, Deut. viii. 16.

* Who led thee through that terrible wildernefs, that he might
humble thee and prove thee.' Affliction is the touch-llone of

fmcerity, Pfal. xlvi. 10, 11. * Thou, O God, haft proved us;

thou haft tried us as filver : thou laid ft affliction upon our loins.*

Hypocrites may embrace the true religion in profperity, and
court this queen while fhe halh a jewel hung at her ear : but he

is a good Chriftian who will keep clofe to God in a time of fuf-

fering, Pfal. xliv. 17. ' All this is come upon us, yet have we
not forgotten thee ;' to love God in heaven, is no wonder : but

to love God when he chaftileth us, this difcovers fincerity.

2. For purgation: to purge our corruption. Ardet palca,

purgatur aurum, Ifa. xxvii. y. ' And this is all the fruit, to

take away his (in.' The eye, though it be a tender part, yet

when it is fore, we put fliarp powders and waters into it, to eat

out the pearl : though the people of God are dear to him, yet,

Yy2
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when corruption begins to grow in them, he will apply the fliarp

powder or affliction, to eat out the pearl in the eye. Afflidiou

is God's flail to threfh off our huflis; it is a means God ufeth to

purge outfloth, luxury, pride and love of the world. ' God's
furnace is in Zion,' Ha. xxxi. 5. This is not to confume, but

to refine : wliat if we have more affliction, if by this means we
have lefs fin.

3. For augmentation : to increafe the graces of the Spirit

:

grace thrives moft in the iron furnace ; fliarp frofl^s nourilh the

corn, fb do fliarp affliftions grace : grace in the faints is often as

fire hid in the embers, affliction is the bellows to blow it up into

a flame. The Lord makes the houfe of bondage a friend to our

grace : mow faith and patience a6l their part ; the darknefs of

the night cannot hinder the brightnefs of a ftar : fo, the more
the diamond is rut, the more it fparkles ; and the more God
affli6ts us, the more our graces caft a fparkling luftre.

4. For preparation : to fit and prepare the faints for glory,

2 Cor. iv. 17. Thefe ftones which are cut out for a building,

are fiift hewn and fquared : the godly are called * living ftones,*

1 Pet. ii. 5. And God doth firft hew and polifli them by afflic-

tion, that they may be fit for the heavenly building : the houfe

of bondage prepares for the houfe not made with hands, 2 Cor.

V. 1. The vefl'els of mercy are feafoned with affli6lion, and then

the wine of glory is poured in.

Qu. 2. How do the ajiidions of the godly differfrom theaffUc-

tions of the wicked P

AnJ'. 1. Thefe are but caftigations. thofe on the wicked are

punilhments : thefe come from a father, thofe from a judge.

2. Affli6tions on the godly are fruits of covenant-mercy, 2
Sam. vii. 14. But affli6tions on the wicked are efle6ls ofGod's
wrath, Eccl. v. 17. ' He hath much wrath with his ficknefs."

Afthdions on the wicked are the pledge and earneft of hell :

they are like the pinioning of a malefactor, which doth prefage

his execution.

3. Affli6lions on the godly make them better, but afflictions

on the wicked make them worfe : the godly pray more, Pfal.

cxxx. 1. The wicked blafpheme more, Rev. xvi. 9. * Men
were fcorched with great heat, and blafphemed the name of
God.' Afllictionson the wicked make them more impenitent :

every plague upon Egypt increafed the plague of hardnefs in

Pharaoh's heart. To what a prodigy of wickednefs do fbme
perfons come after great ficknefs ? affli6iion on the godly is like

bruifing of fpices, which are more fweet and fragrant : afflic-

tion on the wicked is like ftamping of weeds with a peltle,

which makes them more unfavoury.

Ufe 1. It fliews us, that we are not to wonder to feelfrael in

the houfe of bondage, 1 Pet. iv, 12. The holinefsofthe faints
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will not excufe them from fufFerings : Chrift was the holy one
of God, yet he was in the iron furnace : Chrift's fpoufe is ulily

among thorns, Cant. ii. 2. His fheep, though they have the

ear-mark of ele6lion upon thepi, yet may have their wool fleeced

off; the godly have ibme good in them, therefore the devil

afflidls them ; and fome evil in them, therefore God afflidls

them. While there are two feeds in the world, expe6t to be
under the black rod. The gofpel tells us of reigning, but firlt

of fuffering, 2 Tim. ii. 12.

2. It informs us, that afflidion is not always the fign of God's
anger : Ifrael, the apple of God's eye, a peculiar treafure to

him above all people, Exod. xix. 5. yet thefe were in the
houfe of bondage. We are apt to judge and ceiifure them who
are in an afflicted llate. When the Barbarians faw the viper on
Paul's hand, they faid, * No doubt this man is a murderer,*

A(5ls xxviii. 4. fo, when we fee the viper of affliction faften

upon the godly, we are apt to cenfure them, and lay, thefe are

greater finners than others, and God hates them : thisrafhcen-
I'uring is for want of wifdom. Were not Ifrael in the houfe of
bondage ? Jeremiah in the dungeon.? Paul a night and a day
in the deep ? God's affliding is fo far from evidencing hatred,

that his not affli6ling is, Hof. iv. 14. ' I will not punifh your
daughters when they commit whoredom.* Dens maxime hxijci'

tur cum non irafcitur, Bern. God puniflieth moll when he
doth not punifh ; his hand is heavieft when it feems to be
lighteft ; thejudge will not burn him in the hand whom he in-

tends to execute.

3. If God's own Ifrael may be in the houfe of bondage, then
affli6lions do not of themfelves demonflrate a man miferable.

Indeed fin unrepented of, makes one miferable ; but the crofs

doth not. If God had a defign in afflicting his children, to

make them happy, then they are not miferable ; but God's
affliding them is to make them happy, therefore they are not
miferable. Job. v. 17. * Happy is the man whom God corred-
eth.' The world counts them happy, who can keep out of
affliction ; but the fcripture calls them happy who are afflicted.

Qu. How are they happy ?

Anf. (I.) Becaufe they are more holy, Heb. xii. 10. (2.)

Becaufe they are more in God's favour, Prov. iii. 12. 'fhe

goldfmith loves his gold when in the furnace. (3.) Becaufe
they have more of God's fweet prefence, Pf. xci. 15. And
they cannot be unhappy that have God's powerful prel'ence in

fupportmg, his gracious prefence in fanctifying their affliction.

(4. J
Becaufe, the more afflidtion they have, the more degrees of

glory they Ihallhave : the lower they have been in the iron fur-

nace, they Ihall fit upon the higher throne of glory : the hea-

vier their croffes, the heavier fliall be their crown. So then, if
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afflictions makes a Chriftian happy, they cannot denominate

him milerable.

4. See the merciful providence ofGod to his children : though
they may be in the houfe of bondage, and fmart by afflidlion,

yet they Ihall not be hurt by affliction. What hurt doth the

ifan to the corn ? only leparates the chaff from it : or the lance

to the body ? only lets out the impollhume. The houfe of

bondage doth that which fometime> ordinances will not do; it

doth humble and reform. Job xxxvi, 8, 11. * If they be held

in cords of affli6tion, he openeth their ear to difcipline, and
commandeth that they return from iniquity.' O what a mer-
ciful providence is this, though God bruife his people ; yet,

while he is bruifing them, he is donig them good? as if one
ftiould throw a bag of money at another, and a little bruife him,
yet it doth enrich him. Affliction enricheth the foul, and
yields the fv\'eet fruits of righteoufnefs, Heb. xii. 11.

5. If Ifrael be in the houfe of bondage ; ^if the Lord deals fo

with his own children, then, howfeverely will he deal with the

wicked ? if God be fo fevere with them he loves, how fevere

will he be with them he hates ? if it be done in the green tree,

what Ihall be done in the dry? if they that pray and mourn for

fin be fo feverely dealt with, what will become of them that

fwear, and break the fabbath, and are unclean ? If Ifrael be in

the iron furnace, the wicked fliall lie in the fiery furnace of hell.

It fhould be the faddefl: news to wicked men, to hear that the

people of God are affli6ted, let them think how dreadful will

the cafe of (inners be, 1 Pet. iv. 17. * Judgment muft begin
at the houfe of God ; and if it firft begin at us, what ihall the

end be of them that obey not the gofpel ?* If God threlh his

wheat, he will burn the chaff. If the godly fufler caftigation,

the wicked fhall fulfer condemnation. If he mingle his peo-

ple's cup with wormvt'ood he will mingle the wicked's cup
with fire and brim (lone.

2. Uj'e i. If Ifrael be in the houfe of bondage, then do not
entertain too hard thoughts of affli6tion. Chriilians are apt to

look upon the crofs and the iron furnace as frightful things, and
do what they can to fliun them. Nay, fometimes to avoid
affli6tion, they run themielves into fin. But do not think too

hardly of aflliCtion ; do not look upon it as through the multi-

plying'glafs of fear ; the houfe of bondage is not hell. Confi-
der, Firjif whence doth affliction come ? even from a wife God,
who prefcrihes whatever befalls us. Perfecutions are but like

apothecaries. They give us that phyfic which God prefi:ribes.

Secondly, affli6tion hath its light fide as well as its dark. God
can iweeten our afflictions, candy our wormwood, 3 Cor. i. 5.
* As our futfcriiigs abound, fo doth all our confolation.' Arge-
rius dated his letters from the pleafmt garden of the Leonine
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prlfon, God doth fometimes fo revive his children in trouble,

that they had rather bear their afflidions than want their com-
forts. Why then fhould Chridians entertain fuch hard thoughts
of affliction ? do not look at its grim face, but at the meflage it

brings, which is to enrich us both with grace and comfort.

Srf/y, If Ifrael be fometimes in the houfe of bondage, in an
affli6ted (late, then think before-hand of affli6iion ; fay not as

Job xxix. 18. * I (hall die in my neft.' In the iioufe of mirth,

think of the houfe of bondage ; you that are now Naomi, may
be Marah, Ruth i. 20. how quickly may the fcene turn, and
the hyperbole of joy end in a catallrophe ; all outward things

are upon the Tropics, given to change. The forethoughts of

affli6lion would make us fbber and moderate in the ufe of lawful

delight ; it would cure a furfeit. Chrill at a feaft mentions his

burial ; a good antidote againlt a furfeit. The forethoughts of

affliction would make us prepare for it ; it would take us off the

world, it would put us upon a fearch of our evidences.

We fhould fee what oil we have in our lamp, what grace we
can find, that we may be able to fland in the evil day. That
foldier was imprudent who had his fword to whet, when he
was juft going to fight. He who forecails fufl'erings, will have
the Ihield of faith, and the fword of the Spirit ready, that he
may not be furprized.

Mly, If afflidlions do come, let us labour to deport ourfelves

wifely asChrillians, that we may adorn our fufferings : that is,

let us endure with patience ; James v. 10. * Take, my brethren,

the prophets for an example of enduring affli6lion and patience.*

Satan labours to take advantage of us in affli6tion, by making
us either faint or murmur ; he blows the coals of pa(non and
difcontent, and then warms himfelf at the fire. Patience adorns
futferings, A Chrifl;ian fhould fay as Jefus Chriff, ' Lord, not
mv will, but thy will be done.' And indeed, it isaiiirn the

afflidlion is fanctified, when the heart is brought to a fweet fub-

mTlIiye frame, and then God will remove the aillidtion : he will

take us out of the iron furnace. And that brings me to the

fecond thing, God's deliverance of his people Ifrael, ' I brought
you out of the houfe of bondage.'

ExoD. XX. 9. Who brought thee out of the houfe of bondage.

We may con fid er thefe words, * Who brought thee out

of the houfe of bondage;' either, 1. Literally; or, '2. Spiritual-

ly, and myf^ically. (I.) In the letter, * I brought tliee out

of the houfe of bondage ;* that is, I delivered you out of the

mlfery and fervitude youfuflained in Egypt, when you were in
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the iron furnace. (2.) Spiritually and myllically, * I broughfc

thee out of the houfe ot bondage.' So it is a type of our de-
liverance by Chrift from lin and hell.

Firji, Literally, in the letter, * I brought thee out of the
houfe of bondage.' viz. out of great mifery and flavery in the

iron furnace. The thing 1 note hence is, though God bring his

people fonietimes into trouble, yet he will bring them out again,

Ilrael was in the houfe of bondage, but at lall I brought you
out of bondage. 1. That God doth deliver out of trouble. 2.

In what nianner. 3. When are the feafons. 4. Why God
delivers. 5. How the deliverances of the godly and wicked
out of trouble differ ?

\Jl, That God doth deliver his children out of troubles, Pfal.

xxii. 4. ' Our fathers trufled in thee, they trufted, and thou
didil deliver them,' 2 Tim. iv. 17. * And I was delivered out
of the mouth of the lion,* vk. from Nero. Pial. Ixvi. 11, 12.
' Thou laidd afflidion upon our loins, but thou broughteft us

out into a wealthy place.' Pfal. xxx. 5. * Heavinefs may en-

dure fora night, but joy cometh in the morning.' God brought
Daniel out of the lion's den, Zion out of Babylon. God, in

his due time, gives an iffue out of trouble, Pfal. Ixviii. 20. The
tree which in the winter feemsdead, in the Ipring revives : Poji

nubila Phcebus. Afflidlion may leap on us as the viper did on
Paul, but at lad this viper fhall be fliaken otf. It is called a
cup of ail]i6l!on, Ifa. li. 17- The wicked drink a fea of wrath,

the godly drink only a cup of affliction, and God will fay fliortly.

Let this cup paftf away. God will give his people a goal-

delivery.
*

2r//?/, Qu. In what manner doth God deliver his people out of
trouble ?

Anf. He doth it like a God, in wifdom. 1. He dolh it

fometimes fuddenly. As the angel was cauled to fly fvviftly,

Dan. ix. 21. fo God fometimes makes a deliverance fly fwihly

upon the wing, and on a fudden he turns the fiiadow of death
into the light of the morning. As God gives us mercies above
what we can think, Eph. iii. 20. fo fometimes before we can
think of them, Pfal. cxxvi. 1. 'When the Lord turned the

captivity of Sion, we were like them that dreamed ;' we were
in a dream, we never thought of it. Jofeph could not have
thought of fuch a fudden alteration, to be the fame day freed

out of prifon, and made the chief ruler in the kingdom. Mercy
fometimes does not Hick long in the birth, but it is brought
forth on a fudden. 2. God fometimes delivers his people

ftrangely. That the whale which Iwallowed up Jonah Ihould

be a means to bring him lafe to land, God fometimes delivers his

people in that very way they think he will deftroy : in bringing

ilrael out of Egypt, God ilirred up the heart of the Egyptians
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to hate them, Pfal. cv. 23. ami that was the means of their

deliverance. He brought Paul to fliore by a contrary wind, and
upon the broken pieces of the fhip, A6ls xxvii. 44.

3dh/, Qu. When are the times and feafons that God ufually

delivers his people out of the bondage ofaflidlion ?

Anf. \. When they were in the greateft extremity. When
Jonah was in the belly of hell, then, chap. ii. 5. ' Thou halt

brought up my life from corruption.' When there is but an
hair's-breadth between the godly and death, then God ufhers

in deliverance. When the iLip in the golpel was almoll covered

with waves, then Chrill awoke and rebuked the wind. When
Kaac was upon the altar, and the knife going to be put to his

throat, then comes the angel, * Lay not thy hand upon the

child.' When Peter began to fink, then Chrift took him by
the hand. Cum dupUcantur lateres, venit, Mofes ; when the

tale of brick was doubled, then comes Mofes the temporal fa-

vioisr. When the people of God are in the greateft danger,
then appears the morning-ftar of deliverance. When the pa-
tient is ready to faint, then the cordial is given.

2. The fecond feafon is, when affliction hath done its work
upon them : when it hath etFe6led that which which God hath
fent it for. As, (1.) When it hath humbled them. Lam. iii.

19. * Remembering my affli6lion, the wormwood and gall, my
loul is humbled in me.' When God's corrofive hath eaten out
the proud flefli. (2.) When it hath tamed their impatience-

Before, they were proud and impatient, like froward children

that would ftruggle with their parents: but when their curft

hearts are tamed, and they lay as Micah vii. 9. * I will bear the

indignation of the Lord, becaufe I have finned againft him;*
and as Eli, ' It is the Lord ; let him do what feems good :' Let
him hedge me with thorns, if he v/ill plant me with grace.

3. When they are more partakers of God's holinefs, Heb.
xii. 10. they are more full of heavenly-mindednefs. When the

Iharp froit of affli6tion hath brought forth the fpring-flowers of

grajce, now the crofs is fanclified, and" God will bring them out
of the houfe of bondage. Lucius in Icetitiam vertetar, cineres in

'corollas. When the metal is refined, then it is taken out of the

furnace ; when affli6lion hath healed us, then God takes otf the

Imarting plaifter.

Aihbj, Qu. Why doth God bring his people out of the houfe of
bondage ?

Anf. Hereby he makes way for his ov/n glory. God's glory

is dearer to him than any thing befides ; it is a crown-jewel.

God by raifing his people, raileth the trophies of his own ho-
nour : he glorifies his attributes ; his pov/er, goodueft;, truth,

do allride in triumph.
1. His power. If God did not fometimijs bring his people
Vol. I. No. 8. Z z • '

^
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into trouble, how would this power be feen in bringing theni

out? he brought Ifrael out of the houfe of bondage, with mira-

cle upon miracle; he faved them with an out-llretched arm,
Pfal. cxiv. 5. * What ailed thee, O thou fea, that thou fleddeft?*

&c. It is ipoken of Ifrael's march out of Egypt ;
* When the

fea fled, and the waters were parted from each other.' Here
was the power of God fet forth, Jer. xxxii. 27. ' Is any thing

too hard for me ?' God loves to help, when things feem pail

hope; he creates deliverance, Pfal. cxxiv. 8. He brought

Ifaac out of a dead womb, and the ISIeffiah out of a virgin's

womb. O how doth his power fhine forth, when he overcomes

feeming impoflibilities, and works a cure when things look def-

perate

!

2. His truth. God hath made promifes to his people when:

they are under great preiTures to deliver them ; and his truth is

engaged in his promife, Plal. 1. lo. ' Call upon me in the day

of trouble, I will deliver thee.' Job v. 19. * He (hall deiiver

thee in fix troubles, and in feven.' How is the fcripture be-

fpangled with thefe promifes, as the firmament is with flars?

cither God will deliver them from death, or by death ; he'>vill

make a way to efcape, 1 Cor. x. 13. AVhen promifes are veri-

fjed, God's truth is magnified.

3. His goodnefs. God is full of compafilon to fuch as are in

mifery. The Hebrew word, Racham, for mercy, fignifies

bowels, God hath ' founding of bowels,' Ifa. Ixiii. lo. And
this fympathy flirs up God to deliver, Ifa. Ixiii. 0. ' In his love

and pity he redeemed them.' This makes way for the triumph

of Gud's goodnefs. For he is tender-hearted, he will not over-

aftlidt ; he cuts afunder the bars of iron, he breaks the yoke of

the opprefibr. Thus all his attributes ride in triumph, in fav-

ing his people out of trouble.

bthli/, Qu. How the deliverance of the godly and icicked out

of trouble, differ?
'

Anf. 1. The deliverances of the godly are prefervations ; of

the wicked are refervations, 2 Pet. ii. 9. * The Lord knowshow
to deliver the godly, and to referve the unjull to be puniflied.*

A finner may be delivered from dangerous ficknefs, and out of

prifon ; but all this is but a refervation to fome greater evil.

2. God delivers the wicked (or rather fpares them) in anger.

Deliverances to the wicked are not given as pledges of God's

love, butfymptomsof difpleafure ; asqiiails were given to Ifrael

in anger. But deliverances of the godly are in love, 2 Sam.
xxii. 20. * He delivered me becaufe he delighted in me.' Ifa*

xxxviii. 17. ' Thou hall, in love to my foul, delivered me from
the pit of corruption ;' or as in the Hebrew, ChnfJiiacia Naphjhi,

Thou hall loved me from the pit of corruption. A wicked man
may fay, Lord, thou haft delivered me out of the pit of corrup-
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lion ; but a godly man may fay. Lord, thou haft loved me out

of the pit of corruption. It is one thing to have God's power
deUver us, and another thing to have his love deliver us. O,
faith Hezekiah, * Thou hail, in love to my foul, delivered me
from the pit of corruption.'

Qu. How may it he known that a deliverance comes in lovef

Anf. 1. When a deliverance makes our heart boil over in

iove to God, Pfal. cxvi, 1. * I love the Lord, hecaufe he hath

heard my voice.' It is one thing to love our mercies, another

thing to love the Lord : then a deliverance is in love, when il

caufeth love.

2. Then a deliverance is in love, when we have hearts to im-
prove it for God's glory. The wicked inllead of improving

their deliverance for God's glory, improve their corruption :

they grow worfe after, as the metal when it is taken out of the

fire grows harder ; but then our deliverance is in love, when we
improve it for God's glory. God raifeth us out of a low con-

dition, and we lift him up in our praifes, and honour him with

jour fubftance, Prov. iii. 9. He recovers us from ficknefs, and
we fpend ourfelves in his fervice. Mercy is not as the fun to

the fire, to dull it, and put it out ; but as oil to the wheel, to

make it move fader.

3. Then a deliverance comes in love, when it makes us more
exemplary in holinefs : our lives are walking Bibles. A thou-

fand praifes and doxologies do not honour God fo much as the

mortifying of one lull, Obadiah 17- * On mount Zion there

ihall be deliverance and holinefs.' When thefe two go together,

deliverance and holinefs; when, being made monuments of

jnercy, we are patterns of piety ; now a deliverance comes in

love, and we may fay as Hezekiah, * Thou haft loved me out

of the pit of corruption.'

Vfe 1. If God brings his people out of bondage, then let none
defpond in trouble, fay not, I (hall fink under this burden ; as

David, ' I [hall one day perith by the hand of Saul.' God can
make this text good perfonalhj and rmtionally, to bring his peo-
ple out of the houfe of bondage ; when he fees a fit feafon, he
will put forth his arm and lave them ; and he can do it with
eafe, 2 Chron. xiv. 11. * It is nothing for thee. Lord, to help.'

He that turns the tides, can turn the times : he that raifed La-
zarus when he was dead, can raife thee when thou art fick, Ifa.

Ixiii. 5. ' I looked, and there was none to help : therefor* :uy

own arm brought falvation.' Do uot defpond ; believe m God's
power : faith lets God on work lo deliver us.

life 2. Labour (if you are in (ouble) to be fitted for de-

liverance : many would have vdeiivcrance, but are not fitted

for it.

Qu. Wueu are wefittedfor deliverance F
• Zz2
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Anf. When we are, by our afflidions, conformed to Chrift

:

namely, when we have learned obedience, Heb. v. 8. * He
learned obedience by the things which he lufTered •/ that is, he

learned Aveet lubniiflion to his Father's will. Luke xxii. 42.
• Not my will but thy will be done.' When W'e have thus

learned obedience by our lufl'erings, we are willing to do what
God Would have us do, and be what God would have us be.

Now we are conformed to Chrift, and are fitted for dehverartce.

3. If God had brought you at any time out of the houfe of

bondage, out of great and imminent troubles, be much in

doxology and praile. Deliverance calls for praife, Pfal. xxx.

11, 19. ' Thou had put off my fackcloth ; and girded me with

gladnefs : to the end that my glory may fing praife to thee.*

My glory, that is, my tongue, which is the initrument of glorify-

ing thee. The faints are temples of the Holy Ghofl, 1 Cor.

iii. l(j. Where (hould God's praifes be founded but in his tem»-

pie? BenefiduM poftidat efficium : the deepeffcfprings yield the

iweeted water ; and hearts deeply fenfible of God's deliveran-

ces yield the fweeteft praifes. Mofes tells Pharaoh, when he

was going out of Egypt, ' We will go with our flieep and cat-

tle,' Exod. X. 9. Why fo, becaufe he might have facrifices of

thanklgiving ready to 'offer to God for their deliverance. To
have a thankful heart for deliverance is a greater blelfing than

the deliverance itfelf, Luke xvii. 15. One of the lepers,

* when he faw he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice

glorified God.' The leper's thankful heart was a greater blel-

fing than to be healed of his leprofy : have any of you here

been brought out of the houfe of bondage : out of priibn, fick-

nefs, or any death-threatening danger? do not forget to be

thankful : be not graves, but temples. And, that you may be

more thankful, obferve every emphafis and circumftance inyoutv

deliverance ; as to be brought out of trouble when you were in

drtkulo mortis, there was but an hair's- breadth between you and
death; or to be brought out of affliction, without fin, you did

not purchafe your deliverance by theenfnaring of your confcien-

ces ; or, to be brought out of trouble upon the wings of prayer

;

6r, that tliofe who were the occafions of bringing you into trou-

ble, Ihould be theinltrumentsof bringingyou out : thefecircum-

Hances, being well weighed, do heighten a deliverance, and
lliould heighten our thankfulnefs. I'he cutting of a ftone may
be of more value than the ftone itfelf; and the circumfiancing

of a deliverance may be greater than the deliverance itfelf.

Qu. 2. But how fliall we prai/e God in a right manner for de-

liverance 9

Anf. 1. Be holy perfons. In the facrifice of thanklgiving,

whoibever did eat thereof, with then" uncleannefs upon them.
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wefe lb be cut off, Lev. vii. 20. to typify how unpleafing their

praifes and thank-oU'erings are who live in fin.

2. PraiCe God with humble hearts, acknowledge how un-

worthy you were ol" deliverance ; God's mercies are not debts,

but legacies ; and that you fhould have a legacy given you, be

humble, Rev. xi. 10". * The elders fell upon their faces (an ex-

prefiTion of humility) and worfhipped and prail'ed God.'

3. Praile God for deliverances cordially, Pfal. cxi. I. * I

will praife the Lord with my whole heart.' In religion there

is no mufic but in concert, when heart and tongue join.

4. Praii'e God for deliverances conllantly, Pfal, cxlvi. ?.

* While I live will I blefs the Lord :' fome will be thankful while

the memory of a deliverance is fredi, and then they leave otL

Like the Carthaginians, who ufed at fird to fend the tenth of

their yearly revenue to Hercules : but by degrees they grew
weary, and left off fending. But we mull be c^anftant in our

eucharillical facrifice or thank-ofl'ering : the motion of our praile

muil be like the motion of our pulfe, which beats as long as life

lails, Pfal. cxlvi. L ' I will fing praifes to my God svhile I have
a beino".'

ExoD. XX. 2. Out of the Houfe of Bondage.

Secondly, These words are to be underftood rayftically-

and fpiritually. By Ifrael's deliverance from the houfe of bond-
age, is typified their fpiritual deliverance from fin, Satan and
hell.

I. from/in.'] The houfe of bondage was a typeof Ifrael's de-
liverance from fin. Sin is the true bondage, itenflaves the foul.

Nihil durias fervitute , Cicero. " Of all conditions, fervitudeis

the wortl." *' I was held before couverfion (faith Aullin) not
with an iron chain, but with the obllinacy of mine own will.'*

Sin is the inllaver : fin is called a law, Rom. vii. 23. becaufe

it hath fuch a binding power overa man ; and it is faid to reign,

Rom. vi. 1^. becaufe it exercifeth a tyrannical power: and
men are faid to be the fervants of fin, Rom.- vi. 17. becaufe
they are fo enflaved by it. Thus fin is the houfe of bond„tge

Ifrael was not lb enflaved in the iron furnace, as the finner is by
lin : thofe are worfe flaVes and vaffals who are under the power
of fin, than thofe who are under the power, of earthly tyrants.

1 . Otker flaves have the tyrants only ruling over their bodies;

but the finner hath his foul tyrannized over; the foul, that

princely thing, which fways the Iceptre of reafon, and was
once crowned with perfed knowledge and holinefs, now this
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prince croes on foot ; it is enflaved, and made a lackey to every
bale lull.

• 2. Other Haves have fome pity fhevvn them ; the tyrant gives

them meat, and lets them havt; hours for their reft; but fin is

a merrilefs tyrant, it will let men have no reft. Judas had
no reft until he had betrayed Chrift ; and after that, he had lefs

reft in his confcience. How doth a man hackney himfelf out
in the fervice of lin, wafte his body, break his fteep, diftra6t

his mind .? a wicked man is every day doing fin's drudgery-
work.

. 3. Other (laves, tho' they are fet about fervile work, yet
about lawful : it is lawful to work in the galley, tug at the oar

;

but all the iaw^s and commands of fin are unlawful. Sin faith

to one man, defraud ; to another, be unchafte ; to another,

take revenge ; to another, take a falfe oath. Thus all fin's com-
f)>ands are unlawful; we cannot obey fins law, but by breaking
tJoil's law.

4. Other flaves are forced againft their will; Ifrael groaned
under flavery, Exod. ii. 23. but finners are content to be under
the command of fin ; they are willing to be flaves, they love

their chains, they will not take their freedom ; they ' glory in

their ftiame,' Phil. iii. 19. They wear their fins, not as their

-fetters, but their ornaments : they rejoice in iniquity, Jer.

xi. 15.

5. Other flaves are brought to corre6tion, but fin's flaves are,

svithout re[)entance, brought to condemnation : other flaves lie

in the iron furnace, fin's (laves lie in the fiery furnace. What
freedom of will hath afinner to his own confufion, when he can

do nothing but what fia will have him ? he is enflaved. Thus
finners are in the houfe of bondage ; but God takes his ele6tout

of this houfe of bondage : he beats otf the chains aiid fetters of

fin ; he rel'cues them IVom their flavery ; he makes them free,

by bringing them into the glorious liberty of the childrenof God,
Rom. viii. The law of love now commands, not the law of

fin. Though the life of lin be prolonged, yet not the domi-
nion : as thofe beafty in Daniel had their lives prolonged for a

dealbn, but their dominion was taken away, Dan. vii. 12. The
taints are made fpiritual kings, to rule and conquer their corrup-

tions, to • bind thefe kings in chains.' This is the matter of

4he higheft praife and thankfgiving, to be thus taken out of the

Jjoule of bondage, to be freed from inflaving lufts, and made
kbigs to reign in glory for ever.

II. The bringing ifrael out of the houfe of bondage, was a

type of their deliverance from Satan. Thus men naturally are

in the houfe of bondage, they are enflaved to Satan : Satan is

called the prince of this world, John xiv. 30. and the god of

this worldj 2 Cor. iv. 4. becaufe he hath fuch power to com-
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inand and enflave them. Though Satan fhall one day he a dofi*

prifoner in chains, yet now he doth infultand tyrannize over the

ibuis of men ; finnersare under the rule of Satan, he exercifeth

over them fuch a jurifditlion as Ceefar did over the fenate. 'i'he

devil fills men's heads with error, and their hearts with malice.

Ads V. 3. * Why hath Satan tilled thine heart?' A finner's heart

is the devil's mantion-houfe, Matth. xii. 44-. ' I will return inta

mine houie.* And lure that muft needs be an houfe of bondage,
which is the devil's manfion-houfe. Satan is a perfe6t tyrant

:

I. He rules men's minds, he blinds them with ignorance, "^J Cor.
iv. 4. ' The god of this world hath blinded the minds of theffi

that believe not.*" 2. He rules their memories ; they Ouill re-

member that which is evil, and forget that which is good ; their

memories are like a fercer or llrainer, that lets go all the pure
liquor, and returns only the dregs. He rules their wills : tho-'

the devil cannot force the will yet he draws it, John viii. 44.
The luftsof your father you will do.' He hath got your hearts,

and him you will obey : his flrong temptations do more draw-

men to evil, than all the promifes of God can draw tbem to

good. This is the ftate of every man by nature, he is in the

houfe of bondage, the devil hath him in his power: a IJimer

grinds in the devil's mill ; he is at the command of Satan, as

the afsis at the command of the driver. No wonder to fee men
opprefs and perfecute ; thefe flaves muft do what the god of

this world will have them : how could thofe fwine but run,,

when the devil entered into them ? Matth. viii. 32. When the

devil tempted Ananias to tell a lie, he could not but fpeak what
Satan had put iu his heart, A6tsv. 3. When the devil entered

into Judas, and bid him betray Chriil, Judas would do it. though
he hanged himCelf. This cafe is fad and dilmal, to be thus in

the houfe of bondage, under the power and tyranny of Satan.

When David would curfe the enemies of God, how did he pray
againft them ? That Satan might be at their right-hand, Pf. cix,

6. He knew he could lead them into any fuare : if Satan be at

the finner's right-hand, let the linnert.ike heed iie be not let on
God's left-hand. Is not this a cafe to be bewailed, to fee men
taken captive by Satan at his will ? 2 Tim. ii. '-26. he leads din-

ners as flaves before him in triumph ; he poifeffeth them. If
people fhould fee but their beafts bewitched and poU'efftth of
the devil, they would be much troubled ; yettheir fouls are pof-

feffed by Satan, but they are not fenfible. [What can be worl'e

than to be in the houfe of bondage, to have the devil luniy nsen
on in their lufl to perdition?] Sinners are willingly enflaved to

Satan ; they love their goaler ; are content to (it diiquietly un-
der Satan's jurifdidlion ; they chufe this bramble to rule them,
tho', within a while, fire will come out of this bramble to de-

vour them. Judges ix. NoWj Vv'hat_an.iniinite mercy of God is
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it, when he brings poor fouls out of this houfe of bondage, when
he gives them a goal-delivery from the prince of tlarknefs I

Jesus Cjirisx redeems captives, he ranfoms finners'by price,

and refcties them by force ; as David took a lamb out of the
lion's mouth, I Sam. xvji. 34. So Chrift refcuesfoulsout of the
mouth of this roaring lion. O what a mercy is it to be brought
out of the houfe of bondage, to be taken from being made cap-
tives to the prince of the power of the air, and to be made fub-
je6ts of the Prince of peace 1 And this is dene by the preaching
of the word, Ads xxvi. 18. ' To turn them from the power of
Satan unto God.'

III. The bringing of Ifrael out of the houfe of bondage, was
a type of their being delivered from hell. Hell is domns fervi-
tutis, an houfe of bondage ; an houfe built on purpofe for fmners
to lie in.

1. That there is fuch an houfe ofbondage where the damned
Jie, Pf. ix. 17. * The wicked fliall be turned into hell.' Mat.
ixxiii. S3. ' How can ye efcape the damnation of heil t' If any
one fliail afk where this houfe of bondage is, where is the place
oi heli? I wi(h you may never know feelingly. " Let us not fo

iTiuch (faith Chryfoftom) labour to know where hell is, as how
to elcape it." Yet, to fatisfy curiolity, hell is locus fiibterra-

neus, iome place beneath, Prov. v. '2?4. ' Hell beneath.' Hefiod
Jaith, 'Hell is as far under the earth, as heaven is above it,*

Luke viii. 31. The devils befought Chriil that he would not
command them to go into the deep.' Hell is in the deep.

2. Qu.. IVhy there mitji be this houfe of bondage ? why a
hell ?

A?ir. Becaufe there muft be a place for the execution of di-

vine juftice ; earthly monarchs have their prilbn for malefactors,

and Ihall not God have his ; finners are criminal pcrfons, they
have offended God ; and it would not confifl with God's holl-

rjefs and juftice, to have his laws infringed, and not appoint
penalties for the tranlgrelfors.

3. The dreadfulnefs of this place. Could you but for one
hour hear the groans and (lirieks of the damned, it would con-
firm you in this truth, that heil is an houie of bondage : heli is

the emphafis of mifery. Befides the pofna datnni, the puniOi-
ment of lofs, which is the exclufion of the foul from the glori-

fied fight of God, which divines think the worll part of hell ; I

fay, bt'fidcs this, there will be pania fenjus , the punilhment of

lenfe. If, when God's wrath is kindled but a little, and a fpark

of it flies into a man's conlcience in this life, it is fo terrible (as

in the cafe of Spira) then what will hell itfelf be } That I may
delcribe this houfe of bondage,

1. In hell there will be a plurality of torments, 1. Bonds and
chains, 2 Pet. ii. 4. 2. The v.'prin, Mark i?c. 44. this is the
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Worm of confcience : and the lukeof fire, Rev. xx. 15, other

fire is but painted to this.

2. This houfe of hell is haunted with devils, Matth. xxv. 41.

Anfehn hath a faying, " I had rather endure all torments, than

fee the devil with bodily eyes." Such as go to hell muft not

only be forced to behold the devil, but mull be (hut up in the

den with this lion ; they muft keep the devil company : the

devil is full of Ipite againll mankind ; this red dragon will fpit

fire in men's faces.

3. The torments of hell abide for ever, Rev. xiv. 11. * The
fmoke of their torment afcendeth up for ever and ever,' Mark
ix. 44. Time cannot finilh it, tears caimot quench it : the

wicked are falamanders ; who live always in the fire of hell, and

are not confumed : after finners have lain millions of years in

hell, their punifhment is as far from ending, as it was at the

'beginning. If all the earth and fea were land, and every thou-

fandth year a bird fhould come, and take away one grain of this

fand, it would be a long time ere that vaft heap of fand were

emptied ; yet, if after all that time the damned might come out

of hell, there were fome home hope ; but this word EVER
breaks the heart.

Qu. But how doth thisfeem tojiand ubith God's ju/iice, for a
jin committed in a moment, to puni/li it with eternal torment ?

Anf. 1. Becaufe there is an eternity of fin in man's nature.

2. BecauCe (in is crimen laefae majejiatis, it is committed againfl

an infinite majefty ; therefore the fin is infinite, and proportion-

ably the punilhment muft be infinite. Now, becaufe a finite

creature cannot bear infinite wrath, therefore he muft be eter-

nally fatisfying what he cannot I'utisfy at once. Now then, if

hell be fuch an houfe of bondage, wbat infinite caufe have they

to blefs God, who are delivered from it ? 1 Theff. i. 20. * Jefus

delivered us from the wrath to come.' Jefus Chrift fuffered

the torments of hell in his foul, that believers fhould not fuller

them. If we are thankful, when we are ranfomed out of pri-

lbn,'or delivered from fire, O how fhould we blefs God to be
preferved from the wrath to come ! And that which may caufe

the more thankfulnefs, is becaufe the moft part go into this

houfe of bondage, the moft part go to hell : therefore to be of

the number of thefe few that are delivered from it, it is matter

of infinite thankfulnefs. I fay, moft go to this houfe of bondage
when they die ; moft go to hell, Matth. vii. 13. ' Broad is the

way which leadeth unto deftru6tion, and many there be that go
in thereat.' The greatelt part of the world lies in wickednefs,

I John V. UK Divide the world, laith Brerewood, into thirty-

one parts, nineteen parts of it are poH'eiTed by Jews and Turks,
ie\iex\ parts by Heathens ; fo that there are but five parts of

Chriftians, and among thefe Chrifiiansfo many ftduced PapLft.s

Vol. I. No. 8- 3 A
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on the one hand, and fo many formal Pioteftants on the other;,

that we may concUide the major part of the world goes to heL
1. The fcripture compares the wicked to briers, Ifa. x. 17.

There are but few lilies in your fields, but in every hedge thorns

and briers. 2. To ' the mire in the llreets,' Ifa. x. 6. Few
jewels or precious ftones in the ftreet, but you cannot go a Hep
but you meet with mire. The wicked are as common as the

dirt in the ftreet : look into the generality of people, how many
drunkards for one that is Ibber ? how many adulterers for one
that is chafte? how many hypocrites for one that is fincere ?

The devil hath the harveft, and God only a few gleanings. Oil
then^ fuch as are delivered from the houfe of bondage, hell,

have infinite caule to admire and blefs God. How fhould the

velfels of mercy run over with thankfulnefs ? when moft are

carried prifoners to hell, they are delivered from wrath to come.
Qu. Mow fhall I hiow I am delivered from hell?

Anf. 1. Thofe whom Chrift laves from hell, he faves from
iin, Matth. i. 21. ' He (hall fave his people from their fins.*

Hath God delivered you from the power of corruption, from
pride, malice, luft ? if he hath delivered you from the hell of

fm, then he hath delivered you from the hell of torment.

. 2. If you have got an interell in Chrift, prizing, confiding,

loving him, then you are delivered from hell and damnation^
Rom. viii. 1. ' No condemnation to them that are in Chrift

Jefus.' If you are in Chrill, then he hath put the garment of

his righteoufnefs over you, and hell-fire can never finge this gar-

ment. Pliny obferves, nothing will fo foon quench fire as falfe

and blood : the fait tears of repentance and the blood of Chrift

will quench the fire of hell, that it fhall never kindle upon you..

OF THE COMMANDMENTS.

ExoD. XX. 3. Thoujhalt have no other gods before- mCf ^e:^..

Before I come to the commandment, I fhall premife
fome things about the moral law : viz. anfwer queftions, and
lay down rules.

Qu. 1. What is the difference between the moral law and the

gvjpel f

AriJ'. I. The law requires that we worfiiip God as our Crea-»

tor; the gofpel requires that we worlhip God in and through
Chrift. God in Chrift is propitious: out of Chrift we may
fee God's power, juftice, holinels ; in Chrift we lee his mercy
difplayed.

2. The moral law requires obedience, but gives no ftrength
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